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Overview

• Plant Health Technical Advisors (PHTAs)​
• Gopher Control Program update (GCP)​
• Rat Control Program update (RCP)​
• Contact Us



Sustainable Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership (Sustainable CAP) 2023 - 2028

$3.9 million per year for five years in the Pest Biosecurity Program 

Pest Biosecurity Program is delivered and administered by SARM 
and includes:
 - Plant Health Network
 - Gopher Control Program
 - Rat Control Program
 - Beaver Control Program
 - Invasive Plant Control Program
 



Gopher Control Program (GCP)
Last year, over $898K was paid in rebates to 1,359 claims

2026 and 2027 S-CAP funding reduced to $656,450 per year

• With EU Strychnine available expect GCP claims will be reduced

 **Strychnine is not eligible to claim under the GCP

July 31 claim deadline & rebates for:

• Health Canada registered gopher control products used between January 1 - July 
31 each program year

• NEW: copy of licence required when restricted-use products are claimed

• cost of materials to build raptor platforms and nest boxes to attract natural 
predators



Rat Control Program (RCP)
$1.2 M each year  (April 2023 to March 2028)

• track sites monitored and infestation levels
• stability when planning rat control management
• budgeting for rat control on a long-term basis
• support standardized methods and record keeping
• printed resources free to easily order online
• technical support through the Rat Control Technical Advisors

• free in-person and online training for PCOs
• Winter workshops are being planned



Rat Control Program (2018 vs 2025)

2018-19 2024-25 2025-26

2.42%

1.28% 1.29%

Provincial Infestation Rate
by Percentage

Farm Sites Inspected
Occupied & Vacant

2018-19 2024-25 2025-26

66,925

70,940 69,336
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This is the property of the Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities 
(SARM). Any dissemination, distribution or copying of this document is strictly 
prohibited. Information is for reporting purposes only and derived from data 
provided by Rural Municipalities to SARM. (Created by SARM, 2026)

2025 Provincial 
Infestation Rate

holds steady at 1.29%



Rat Control Program 
Claim Requirements

VERIFY yearly PCO appointment
• CARRY a copy of official Ministry acknowledgement letter

VALID Pesticide Applicator & Service Licences
PROVIDE a copy of each with claim:
• Pesticide Applicator Licences
• Pesticide Service Licence

• Independent contractor – your Service licence
• Work for a company – the company’s Service licence
• RM employee – exempt through RM – no Service licence required

Ministry of Agriculture Pesticide Licensing:  PL@gov.sk.ca

mailto:PL@gov.sk.ca


Pesticide Applicator Licence
• Licence number A-000000
• Name & Licence dates:

• Valid “from and to”
• Category:

• Structural or Rat Control

Pesticide Service Licence
• Licence number S-000000
• Licence dates - Valid “from and to”

• Independent contractor – your Service licence
• Work for a company – the company’s Service licence
• RM employee – exempt through RM – no Service licence required

Ministry of Agriculture  Pesticide Licensing Program: 306-787-4662 or PL@gov.sk.ca

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/crops-and-irrigation/pesticides/pesticide-licensing-program/
mailto:PL@gov.sk.ca


Forms to download for 
standardized reporting





PCO training opportunities through the years

► Understanding product labels

► Pesticides & the Environment

► Rodent identification

► Integrated pest management

► Richardson Ground Squirrels and 
strychnine alternatives

► Pest control product compliance & 
Provincial Regulations on Pesticide Storage 

► Navigating Conflict (2022 & 2025)

► Role of the Appointed Pest Control Officer 

► Pesticide Licensing Program 

► Pesticide Education Program
● Applicator Training & Recertification

► Overview of The Plant Health Act and 
The Plant Health Regulations
      ●  what it means for PCOs

► Field Safety: Emergency First Aid and 
Overview

Share your thoughts and training requests!



How can you support your RM?
• Appointed Pest Control Officer

• Carry a copy of the official appointment acknowledgement letter/email 
from the Ministry

• Pesticide Applicator & Service Licences
• Provide a copy of current valid licence(s) to your RM 

• Check all required sites within an RM 
• Check the Farm Site Census document on the RCP website

• Provide RM with clear and detailed invoice and receipts
• Support your Administrators by submitting timely, detailed and accurate expenses

• Reach out to the RCTAs for support
• Stay updated through training opportunities

• Share ideas for future workshops and webinars with RCTAs and PHTAs



Plant Health Technical Advisors
Division 1 - Marieve Elliott
Division 2 -  Joanne Kwasnicki 
Division 3 -  Betty Johnson 
Division 4 -  Katey Makohoniuk 
Division 5 -  Chelsea Neuberger
Division 6 - Colleen Fennig

Rat Control Technical Advisors
Division 1, 2 & 3 - Ashley Zaremba
Division 4, 5 & 6 - Colette Melnychuk

Thank you!
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